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PRESENTATIONS 

Purpose 

To give 4-H youth the opportunity to learn public speaking, teaching and expressing skills. To foster 

development of poise and self-confidence when speaking before a group. 

To teach the ability to organize thoughts to present information in a logical manner which the general 

public can recognize and appreciate. 

Eligibility 

General guidelines will apply, but to give a project presentation 4-H member must be enrolled in a 

related project. Enrollment in public speaking is not required. 

A county may enter up to four novice teams or individuals and four junior teams or individuals in any of 

the following three areas. A team is made up of two 4-H members and is considered as one entry. Team 

and individual presentations will be judged on the same criteria and will be competing against one 

another (there are not separate team and individual categories). 

Presentations conducted in the Presentation Contest are directly related to skills and knowledge learned 

in a project. The three project presentation areas are: 

• Agriculture Presentation Contest 
Members should be currently enrolled in Animal Science, Horticulture and Agronomy, or Natural 

Science projects. Refer to the State 4-H Projects and Literature Materials Handbook (200 B-3) for 

a list of specific projects. 

• Home Economics Presentation Contest 
Members should be currently enrolled in Home Economics (clothing, foods, food preservation, 

housing), Consumer Education, or Family Life projects. Refer to the State 4-H Projects and 

Literature Materials Handbook (200 B-3) for a list of specific projects. 

• General Presentations Contest 
Members should be currently enrolled in Engineering, Personal Growth and Development, 

Creative Arts or Arts and Crafts projects. Refer to the State 4-H Projects and Literature Materials 

Handbook (200 B-3) for a list of specific projects. 

General Information: 

A presentation is composed of one or two persons and may be a demonstration or illustrated talk. 

A demonstration is a presentation in which how to do a skill is shown with an explanation given as to 

why each step is important. It is a "show and tell" on how to do something.  

An illustrated talk is a presentation of information with the aid of a flannel graph, charts, flashcards, 

slides, models, photographs, chalkboard, overhead projector, or actual objects. Emphasis is on the 

showing not on doing the actual process as with a demonstration. 

Additional comments regarding presentations: 

-Live animals may be used; contestant must bear expense. 

-Contestant is not required to use a recipe from the project book. The idea is to use the 

principles/skills learned. 

-Only judges may ask questions of contestant. Others in the audience may quiz 4-H'ers after 

judges have determined winners. 

-Each contestant is expected to bring their own supplies and equipment. Do not expect to 

borrow any items from the kitchen for foods demonstrations, etc.  
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Presentation Guidelines 

1.  Length 

Length will be considered in the score. Time for answering questions is not counted in the presentation 

length. One point will be deducted for each minute or fraction of a minute over or under the time limit. 

Novice - Each presentation must be at least 2 minutes in length, but no longer than 10 minutes. Time for 

answering questions is not counted in the presentation length. One point will be deducted for each 

minute or fraction of a minute under 2 minutes or over 10 minutes. 

Junior - Each presentation must be at least 5 minutes in length, but no longer than 10 minutes. Time for 

answering questions is not counted in the presentation length. One point will be deducted for each 

minute or fraction of a minute under 5 minutes or over 10 minutes. 

2.  Participants should dress appropriately for the type of presentation. 

3.  Excessive use of notes will result in a three-point penalty. 

4.  Each participant is responsible for bringing any necessary visuals, supplies, equipment, easels, 

etc. Special arrangements must be made at the time entries are submitted. 

5.  Following each presentation, judges will be allowed to ask participants questions directly 

related to the area of the presentation, their public speaking experience or their overall 4-H 

participation. 

6.  The 4-H Presentation Score Sheets, 200.D-5 / R-2003 (Novice) and 200.D-5 / R- 2003 (Junior) will 

be used for evaluating and judging the presentations. 

Tie Breaker 

1.  Body of presentation score 

2.  Summary of presentation score. 

3.  Introduction of presentation score. 

4.  Appearance score. 

Awards 

All presentations will be judged as one group. First through fifth place ribbons will be awarded to the 

novice and junior participants. Medals will be awarded to the high point individual/team in the novice 

and in the junior age group. 

 
 

 
Revised 2004 
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New Mexico State University COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 

200.D-5 / R-2003 (Novice) 

4-H Novice Presentation Score Sheet 
Project Area: Agricultural General Home 

Economics Contestant County  

Title   

Please circle a score for each area 

Category Excel Good Fair Needs 

Improve. 
Comments 

(additional comments may be made on 

the back of this sheet) 

Appearance         
(10 points possible)        

Suitably dressed 5 4  3  2 1 

Poise & Posture 5 4  3  2 1 

Introduction         
(15 points possible)        

Appropriateness of topic 5 4  3  2 1 

Attention of audience gained 5 4  3  2 1 

Purpose clearly stated 5 4  3  2 1 

Body         
(50 points possible)        

Accurate and complete 10 9 8 7  6 5 4 3 2 1 

Correct Method (illustrated 
or demonstrated) 

10 9 8 7  6 5 4 3 2 1 

Logical steps presented 10 9 8 7  6 5 4 3 2 1 

Skilled use of visual/other aids 10 9 8 7  6 5 4 3 2 1 

Overall effective presentation 10 9 8 7  6 5 4 3 2 1 

Summary         
(15 points possible)        

Purpose Achieved 5 4  3  2 1 

Main points summarized 5 4  3  2 1 

Quality of References 5 4  3  2 1 

Questions         
(10 points possible)        

Clear and concise response 5 4  3  2 1 

Keeps composure 5 4  3  2 1 

Column Total      

Total Points (100 possible)   
Less Penalty   

Excessive Use of Notes (minus 3 points) 

Time (minus 1 point for each minute or 

fraction of a minute under 2 

minutes or over 10 minutes.) 

Total Score 
 

NMSU Cooperative Extension Service is an affirmative action, equal opportunity employer and educator. 

New Mexico State University and the U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating 

Presentation Time 

Start Time:   

End Time:   

 
Total: 
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New Mexico State University COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 

200.D-5 / R-2003 (Junior) 

4-H Junior Presentation Score Sheet 
Project Area: Agricultural General Home 

Economics Contestant County  

Title   

Please circle a score for each area 

Category Excel Good Fair Needs 

Improve. 
Comments 

(additional comments may be made on 

the back of this sheet) 

Appearance         
(10 points possible)        

Suitably dressed 5 4  3  2 1 

Poise & Posture 5 4  3  2 1 

Introduction         
(15 points possible)        

Appropriateness of topic 5 4  3  2 1 

Attention of audience gained 5 4  3  2 1 

Purpose clearly stated 5 4  3  2 1 

Body         
(50 points possible)        

Accurate and complete 10 9 8 7  6 5 4 3 2 1 

Correct Method (illustrated 
or demonstrated) 

10 9 8 7  6 5 4 3 2 1 

Logical steps presented 10 9 8 7  6 5 4 3 2 1 

Skilled use of visual/other aids 10 9 8 7  6 5 4 3 2 1 

Overall effective presentation 10 9 8 7  6 5 4 3 2 1 

Summary         
(15 points possible)        

Purpose Achieved 5 4  3  2 1 

Main points summarized 5 4  3  2 1 

Quality of References 5 4  3  2 1 

Questions         
(10 points possible)        

Clear and concise response 5 4  3  2 1 

Keeps composure 5 4  3  2 1 

Column Total      

Total Points (100 possible)   
Less Penalty  _ 

Excessive Use of Notes (minus 3 points) 

Time (minus 1 point for each minute or 

fraction of a minute under 5 

minutes or over 10 

minutes.) 

Total Score 
 

NMSU Cooperative Extension Service is an affirmative action, equal opportunity employer and 

educator. 

New Mexico State University and the U.S. Department of Agriculture cooperating. 

Presentation Time 

Start Time:   

End Time:   

 
Total: 


